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relief and congratulation at the defeat of the Turks.
They were also loud in their praises of Sheikh
Fakhruddin and Sheikh Muhammad Ali Kamunah,
without whom they said that Kerbela would have
been worse outraged than Hillah.
In their efforts to maintain order in these tur-
bulent areas, the Turks had come into violent
conflict with the Arabs at Hillah during the pre-
vious year, and had arrested and threatened to kill
the leading Sayed, who is mentioned below.
They said that Hamza Beg, who was before the
War a popular and politic governor, seemed to have
completely changed his nature recently. He in-
vited them all to a meeting at which he professed
that he would discuss the best means to benefit the
town. They all declined to go, being convinced
that his intention was to imprison them and to steal
the treasure. The treasure house is now walled
up and sealed by the Ulema, who have nominated
Sheikh Fakhruddin as Kalid-dar pending ratification
from the British military authorities.
The Kalid-dar, or keeper of the keys, is a very im-
portant personage at each of the holy cities of Iraq,
being the guardian of the Holy Places and of their
treasures.
The late Kalid-dar was nominated by the Turks
without reference to the Ulema or the people. He
left Kerbela with them and deserted his charge,
and those Ulema whom I saw are very anxious that
Sheikh Fakhruddin should now be officially recog-
nised as having taken his place.
The position at Diwaniyah seems to be that there
is a Turkish mutasarrif there still and from 150 to
250 troops with their officers. There are no guns,
and the gun ammunition was all thrown into the